what are we fighting for?
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Adolf Hitler - (1839-1945) was o German politicion

who wes the leader of the Nazi party, Chancellor of 1
Germany from 19331945, and the Fuhrer of Germany |

from 1934-1945. In 1923, Hitler hod attempted to seize '
power via o falled coup, ond was arrested. However,
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therefore significontly respomible for million of deaths. He
committed swuicide on 30™ Apr 1945, when the war was clearly lost.
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Benito Mussolini = (1583-1845) the leader of
Italy’s National Fascist Party, He was Prirme Minister

from 1922-1945 —from 1925 onwards this wos not
demoacratically o he established o dictotorship. Italy
entered the war on the dde of Germany in 1940, but
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wiffered some disastrous losses. In 1943, Mussolini won dismised o
leoder and arrested, but wos rescusd by Hitler's paratroopen. He
wos later put in charge of o puppet regime called the ltalian Social
Republic, by Hitler, He was later cought by Italion Communist
| partikam and executed by firing squod in 1945,

Anne Franh - (1929-1945) wos a German-born

diarist. As a young Jewsh girl, her family were forced

into hiding, fleeing Germany for a secret attic in

Armsterdam in the Netherlands. She wrote a diary of

diaries after her death. It has now become one of the mest famous

during WWIL After the
talinism,” He had signed a non-
ift in the war in fovour of the Allies.

and well-reod texts in contemporary history.




Major Events

Key Vocabulary

Descrinti Datels Fact Air-raid An attack by enemy planes dropping bombs.

u@h:ﬁsmmm'ﬂll mmg-mm"“.”m"'mm andpnhﬁwx.d'a Hﬂ: mdmnd :hr':::.;:on A small shelter made from corrugated steel to protect people in air-raids.
(Poland's allies) gave a notice period for the Germans to a3 Poland to give = TR . = : .
withdren their troops from Boland. When they did not, September s Cianuican Allies Countries (including Britain, France, the Soviet Union and the USA) who fou

Britain and France declared war on 3™ September. 1939 people - - - .

Britain initially responded with bombing raids over “Labansraum” — Atomic bomb A powerful weapon that uses nuclear reactions as its source of explosive en
Germany. Nearly six vears of war in Europe was to follow. Moy spowes

People expected cities to be bombed, as enemy planes Axis Powers Germany, Japan, Italy and other countries that fought against the Allies.
tried to hit targets, for example warehouses and factories. At Bonrso
This put would have put city children (in schook and September Shak B Blackout A wartime ban on streetlights and other lights at night, to reduce the risk ¢
houses close by) in grave danger, and so thousands were | 1939 onwards t hout
evacuated to the countryside. Many were extremely i e Blitz A prolonged period of German air raids on Britain, From the German 'blitzkr
I ick, but some enjoyed their new lives. war',
nﬂ"mﬁm b‘;_;:mﬂmmmmw‘ “fmr = .:!r‘mad m“ﬂ’e‘ﬂﬁ' During the Concentration | Prisons where Jewish people and other prisoners were held by the Nazis.
and its L Holocaust,
systematic murder of & million Jews, and millions of 1933- about two camps E - —
‘undesirable’ others (around 9-12 million in total). Many 1945 thirds of the Evacuation :‘.ov;)ng people from dangerous areas to safer places e.g. from big cities to 1
were gassed, starved, or died of disease in concentration Jews in Europe ombing.
camps. Conditions in the comps diabolical. wewn illnd. Fascism A political system where the strength of the country is more impartant tha
Large numbers of British, French, and Belgion troops NS people. Often ruled by dictators with unlimited power through suppression «
were surrounded by German soldiers at the French th | Moy control of society.
2 % 26" May - &4 first queen to
coastal town of Dunkirk, and seemed set to perish. i rule England in Fiihrer German word meaning 'leader’ or ‘guide’. The title Hitler gave himself in 193:
Remarkably saved by a fleet of 800 small June 1940 o 4 J e
. 338,226 were a BOO her FR
boats. The event & also known as the "Miracle of Dunkirk. - orey oy :
= Gas masks Face masks to protect people from poisonous gas attacks.

In the Battle of Britain, the Royal Air Force (RAF) VENES Sbe

successfully defended UK against attodks by Nazi 10 July — 3% T ) O Genocide Deliberate action to destroy a people (usually defined as an ethnic, national,
Germany's air force: Luftwaffe. It has been described os October 1940 jor defeat

3 x - major in
the first military campaign fought entirely by air forces. the war. Holocaust The mass murder of around six million Jewish people by the Nazis, as well a
pie oy

This was a surprise military attach by Jopan on the 188 aircraft
United States noval base at Pearl Harbor. It led to the US 4" December | were destroyed Invasion When an army or country uses force to enter and take control of another c

joining the Allies in the war. The attock commenced ot and 2403
7.48am Hawaiian time, and was cz:d out by 353 Toat “;m‘"’f’““'“ Liberated Freed from enemy contral.
Imperial ) airc Rilled.
MW Landings, nhgyh;:m as [:u'DW were @ Between Luftwaffe The German air force during the war.
series nding operations Allies to claim back 14,000 and
B 3o R +h
E.I'.T:N' I wos Ihel lmg;:mi bome ';fml in history, 67 June 1944 d':’:r u:gt;— Occupied Taken over by enemy forces.
Europe from being under German control Day landings
- beng : e = Nazi Short for National Socialist Party (in Germany) and the name given to suppe
e s S et | dcrtmm | R . * = .
b non April day, they April 1945 illed Persecution Systematic mistreatment of an individual or group, especially because of ra
committed suicide, reportedly by gunshot. themankms: beliefs.
h&m%mmwaﬂ mﬂmiﬂ!ﬂﬁ of wa VE (Victory in Propaganda Information, especially of a biased or misleading nature, used to promote a
across Europe in i , 1945, M Europe) Day s ;

Mow. ; oy 0 e Ay o 1945 - Rationi ‘é"""- lling th: I od, cloth | and oth du id
bringing to an end the E fighting in World War IL. on B May. ationing ontrolling the supply of food, clothes, petrol and other products to avoid o
Japan refused to surrender to the. terms of the Potsdam A thoight Spitfire A British aircraft, particularly used during the Battle of Britain and known |
Declaration in July 1925, pledging to fight onto the bitter | cin g A 011t M“ﬁdm
end. The US comsidered an invasion, but would have lost mp“”hm

around 500,000 men. Instead, they dropped atomic 1945 s
bombs on Hiroshima (6% Aug) and Nagasaki (9% Aug). Nagasaki. "

The surrender of japan was announced on August 15% "

1945. On August 1928, the Occupation of Japan, led by Some rogue

the Supreme Commander for Allied Powers, began. 2 September m“:d .
Japan formally signed for surrender on 2™ September pﬂmsnﬂmeum k"ﬁ
1945, aboard the US Navy battleship USS Missouri. Allied 1945 e e Befllant!
civilians and military celebrated the end of war. The use Into the 19704 ;

of atomic bombs to force the surrender is still debated.
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